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E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, CS, PN, PQ 

SUBJECT: ELECTRICITY CRISIS: REQUEST FOR POWER BARGES 
REF: STATE 69*560 PANAMA 2012 

SUMMARY: PRESIDENT FIGUERES SAYS EFFORT TO OBTAIN POWER 
BARGES NEED NOT BE PURSUED. ACTION REQUESTED: DEPARTMENT 
CONTINUE EFFORTS TO OBTAIN SMALLER, AIR PORTABLE GENERATORS 
OF 1 - 3 MEGAWATTS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . I SPOKE TO PRESIDENT FIGUERES BY PHONE THIS MORNING TO 
RELAY THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN REFTELS AND TO ASK 
WHETHER UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES HE WISHED US TO PROCEED 
WITH THE REQUEST FOR POWER BARGES. THE PRESIDENT THANKED 
ME FOR OUR EFFORTS BUT SAID THAT IN VIEW OF THE DIFFICUL- 
TIES POSED, ESPECIALLY THE DELAY WHICH WOULD BE INVOLVED, 

WE SHOULD NOT PURSUE THE MATTER. 

2. THE PRESIDENT EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT THE SECOND GAS 
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GENERATOR NOW BEING INSTALLED WILL BE ON STREAM WITHIN A 
WEEK, THUS RELIEVING THE WORST OF THE CRISIS, PROVIDED 
THE RAINS ARE NOT TOO DELAYED. HE DID ASK THAT WE DO ANY- 
THING WE CAN TO PROVIDE SMALLER GENERATOR UNITS OF FROM ONE 
TO THREE MEGAWATTS WHICH COULD BE BROUGHT BY AIR AND WOULD 
BE EXTREMELY USEFUL FOR SPOT REQUIREMENTS. THE GOCR MIGHT 
BE INTERESTED IN PURCHASING SUCH UNITS. I THEREFORE REQUEST 
THAT THE DEPARTMENT CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS TO LOCATE SUCH 
UNITS, INCLUDING THE 3. 5 MEGAWATT SAFEGUARD UNITS MENTIONED 
IN SULLIVAN/ LANE TELECON APRIL 10. WHILE SALE OF THESE 
UNITS MAY BE OF INTEREST, I WOULD LIKE TO BE IN POSITION 
TO OFFER THEM AS EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE IF THE PRESENT CRISIS 
HAS NOT AMELIORATED. 

3. I ALSO MENTIONED TO THE PRESIDENT THE CONTINUING DIS- 
CUSSIONS WITH ICE AND AMERICAN ELECTRICAL POWER COMPANY 
CONCERNING POSSIBLE PURCHASE OR RENTAL OF LARGE PRATT 
WHITNEY GENERATORS ( EMBTEL 1254). PRESIDENT EXPRESSED HIS 
INTEREST IN THIS POSSIBILITY AS A PARTIAL SOLUTION FOR 
LONGER- TERM. 

VAKY 
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